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R oM. vili. 32. 


He that ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up ft for 


4 all, how ſnail he not with him aiſo freely give us 
01 Th: ASS 9 


% q,0 *: .v * v9 ® 
| IRS 


+ OW treely does Gop love the World! 

z While we were yet Sinners, Chri/t died 
80 «8 for the Ungodly. W hile we were Dead iu 
83258 578 Sin, Gor /parcd not his own Son, but de- 

liwered him 1p. for us all, And how freely awith Him 


does he give vs ali Things! Verily Free Grace is all 
in all! | 


32 
58. 


2 The Grace or Love of God, whence cometh- 
our Salvation, is Free in all, and Free for all. 


3. Fir, It is Free in all to whom it is given. It 
does not depend on any Power or Merit in Man: No, 
not in any degree: neither in whole, nor in part. 
It does not in any wile depend either on the good 
works or Sea is of the Receiver: Not on any 
thing he has done, or any thing he is. It does not 
depend on his endeavours, - It does not depend on his 
Of) od tempers, or good deſires, or good purpoſes 
and intentions. For all theie flow from the Free 
Grace of God : They are the Streams only, not the 
Fountain. They are the Fruits of Free Grace, and 
not the Root. I.! hey are not the Caule, but the Ef- 
fects of it. Whatſocver Good is in Man, or is done 
by Man, Godis the Author and Doer of it. Thus 
is his Grace Free in all, that 18, no way depending on 
any Power, or Merit in Man: But on God alone, 

A 2 Who 


(4) 
who freely gave us his own Son. and with him freely 
giveth us all Things. 


4. But it is Free for All, as wellas in All? To 


this ſome have anſwered, . No: It is free only for 


« thoſe whom God hath ordained to Life ; and they 
« are but a little flock. The greater Part of Man- 
„ kind God hath ordained to Death; and it is not 
« Free for them. Them God hateth ; and therefore 
« before they were born, decreed they ſhould die 
« Eternally. And this he abſolutely decreed; be- 
«© cauſe ſo was his good Pleaſure ; Becauſe it was his 
<« ſovereign Will, Accordingly, they are born for 
„this, To be deſtroyed, Body and Soul, in Hell. 


« And they grow up under the Irrevoc: ible curſe of 
% God, without any pofſ! bility of redemption. For 


* what Grace God gives, he gives only for this, 


«+ To increaſe, not to prevent, their damnation,” 


This is that decree of Predeſtination. But me- 
thinks | hear one ſay, „This is not the Predeſti- 


«© nation which I hold.” I hold only, The election 


„ of Grace. What I believe is no more than this, 


& That God, before the Foundation of the World, 
& did elect a certain number of Men, to be juſtified, 
<6 ſanctified and glorified. Now all theſe will be 
* ſaved, and none elſe. For the reſt of Mankind, 
God leaves to themſelves: So they follow the 
© Imaginations of their own Hearts, which are only 
Exil continually, and waxing worſe and worſe, are 
$ at length Juſtly puniſhed with Everlaſiing De- 
£ ſtruction,” 


6. Is this all the Predeſtination which you hold? 


Conſider. Perhaps this is not All. Do not You be- 


lieve, „God ordained them to this very thing?“ If 


fo, you believe the Whole Decree ; you hold Pre- 
deſtination in the full Senſe, which has been above 
deſcribed. But it may be, you think you do not. 
Do not you then believe, God hardens the Hearts of 
them 
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L 
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=o) 
them that periſh ? Do not you wh , He (literally) 
hardened Pharoab's Heart, and hat t for this End he 
rated him vp (or created bim?) 0 hy this amounts to 
juſt the {ame thing. It you believe Pharoah, or any 
one Man upon Earth, was created tor this End, te 


es tin a4 Son Kal tall bnirtkas hows #6346 Dpetett;.- 
"2 damned, veuhold ailthat has bech ald ot Predeſti- 


nation. And ere is no need you 115 Huld add, tha 
God feconds h 8 deere, I h is ſuproſed Unchange- 
able and [ref tible,”b „hardening te He ts of thoſe 


Veſlels of Wrath, w bom el at decree hud elo fitted 
tor Deſtruction. 


Well; but it may be, you do not believe even 
this. You do not hold any Decree. of Reprobation. 
You do not think Goddecrees, any man to be Jimn'd, 
nor hardens, irre fiſtibly fits him tor damnation, You 
— ſay, God eternally deerced, that all being 
„% Dead in Sin, he would ſay to tome of the Dry 
2 Bonet Lt Ne, and to others he would not. That 
„% conſe quently, Theſe ſho ald be mide alive, and 
„ Thoſe abide in Death: I hele ſhould e lority God 
6 by their Salvation, and thoſe by their deſtruction.“ 


8. Is not this what you mean by the Election of 
Grace? It it be, I would aik- one or tuo outs 18. 
Are any wWwho are not thus elected, ſaved? Or were 
any, from the foundation of the world? Is it pofft- 
ble any Man ſhould be ſaved, unleſ: he be thus elect- 
ed? If you ſay No, vou are but where vou was, You are: 
not got one hair's breadth farther, Von {ill believe 
that in confequence of an unchangeable, irrenſtible 
Decree of God, the greater Part of M: ankind ide 
in Death, out any Poffibilitxy of Redemption: 
In almuch as none can ſave them but God: And He 
will not fave them. You believe he hath abſol lutely 
decreed, Not to ſave them; And what is this, but 
decreeing to damn them!? 1 is, in Effect, neither 
more nor leſs: It comes to the fame thing. For if 
you are dead, and altogether unable to make your- 
felt alive; then i God 4 ablolutely decreed, He will 
3 make: 
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make only others alive and not you ;; He hath abſo- 
lutely decreed your Everlaſting Death; you are abſo- 


lutely conſign'd to damnation, So then, though you 


uſe ſofter words than ſome, you mean the ſelt-ſame 
Thing. And God's decree concerning the Election 
of Grace, according to your own Account of it, 
amounts to neither more nor leſs, than what others 
call,“ God's decree of Reprobation,” 

9. Call it therefore by whatever name you pleaſe, 
* Election, Preterition, Predeſtination or Reproba- 
tion,” it comes in the End to the ſame Thing. The 
Senſe of all is plainly this. By Virtue of an Eter- 
„ nal, Unchangeable, Irrefiſtible decree of God, 
& Ore Part of Mankind are infallibly ſaved, and 
the reſt infallibly damn'd: It being impoffible, that 
* any of the former thould be damn d, or that any 
© ofthe latter ſhould be ſaved.” | 


10. But if this. be ſo, then is all Preaching vain, 
It is needleſs to them Nat are Elected. For they, 
whether with preaching or without, will intallibly be 
ſaved. Therefore the end of Preaching, <©* T's fave 
Souls“ is void with regard to them. And it is ufe- 
leſs to them that are not elected, for they caunut po“ 
fibly be ſaved, They, whether with Preaching or 
without, will infallibly be damn'd. The end ot 
Preaching is therefore void, with regard to them 
likewiſe, So that in either caſe, our. Preaching is 
vain, as your hearing is allo vain... 


11. This then is a plain proof, that the doctrine- 
of Predeſtination is not a doctrines of God, becauſe 
it makes void the Ordinance of God: And God 19 
not divided againſt himſelf, A ſecond is, that it 
directly tends to deſtroy that holineſs, which is the 
end of all the Ordinances of God. I do not fav, 
& None who hold it are holy. (For God is of ten- 
ger mercy to thoſe who are unavoidably intangled 

| alh. 
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1 
in errors of any kind.) But that che Softrine itſelf, 
„% That every Man is either Elected or not Klected 
% from Eternity, and that the one muſt inevitably be 
6 ſaved, and the other inevitably damird,” has a 
manifeſt tendency to deſtroy holineſs in general. 
For it wholly takes away thoſe firſt Motives to follow 
a ter it, ſo frequently propos'd in (cripture, the hope 
of future reward and t of pa ſnment, the hope 
of heaven and fear of Hell. That / /e me £3 
arvay into e everla/iing prniſhm, nt, and thoſe intolife ter- 
al ; Is no motive to him to ſtruggle for Li fe, who 
believes his Lot is caſt already: It is not reaſonable for 
him fo to do, if he thinks, he is unaltcrably adjudged 
either to Life or Death. You will fay, „But he 
„% knows not, whether it is Lite or Death.” What 
then? This helps not the matter, For if a ſick Man 
knows, that he muſt unavoidably die, or unavolcably 
recover, though he knows not which, it is not rea- 
ſonable for him, to take any Phyſick at all. He 
might juſtly fay, (and fo I have beard ſome ſpeak, 
both in bodily fckneſs and in ſpiritual) “If I ant 
& ordained to Lite, I ſhall live; It to death, 1 ſhall 
+ Me, S0 I need not trouble myſelf about For DO 
directly. does this doctrine tend, to ſlut the very gato 
of holi:efs in general, to hinder unholy men from 
ever approaching thereto, or ſtriving to enter in 
thereat, | 


As directly does this doctrine tend to deſtroy. 
era particular branches of holineſs. Such are 
meekneſs and love: Love I mean of our enemies, of: 
the evil and unthankful. I ſay not, That none who- 
hold it, have meekneſs and love: (For as is the 
Power of God, ſo is his Mercy.) But that it naturally 
tends to inſpire or increaſe, a ſharpnels or eagerneis 
of temper, which is quite contrary to the meekneſs. 
of Chriſt: As then eſpecially appears, when they are 
oppoted on this head. And it as naturally inſpires. 
contempt or. coldneſs towards. thoſe, whom we Lay nd 

50 8 
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(830 
poſe Outcaſts from God. O, (but you ſay) I ſup- 


pole no particular Man a Reprobate.“ You mean, 
you would nor, it you could help it. You cannot 


, help ſometimes applying your gener ral doctrine to Bi 
| particular perſons. The enemy of Souls will apply it not 
| tor you, You know how oiten he has done ſo.“ But pate 
8 you rejected the Thought with Abhorrence.”” | ev 
5 True; as ſoon as you could. But how did it four vet 
N and ſharpen your fpirit 11 the mean Time? You well 1 
3] know, it was not the Spirit of Love, which you then mis 
J felt 100 ards that poor ſinner, whom you ſup; poled or hi 
4 ſuſpected, whether you wW ould or no, to have been Ihe: 
; hated of God from Eternity. FI 
: _— Exe 
N ü 3. Th. roly, This doctrin e tends to deſiroy tho fes 
«| comfort of rel. gion, the happineſs of chriſtianity:: ve 
"if This is evident as to all thoſe who believe theinic] ves tn 
<ul to be reprobated, or who only {u{pect or tear it. All Far 
N the great and precious promiſes are loft to them. 70 
. They afford them no ray of comfort. Fer they 185 
1 are not the elect of God. There ore they have *h 
| e neither Lot nor Portion in them.” This is an r 
. «© eftectual bar to their finding any comfort, or hap- N 
208 e pineſs even in that religion, whole Ways were 1 
3 66 defioned to be aways pl ef antneſ3, a aud all her baths | 
© - pence: 18 
1 14. And as to you who believe yourſelves the elect : 
| of God, what is your happineſs? I! hope, not a no- 
tion, a ſpeculative belief; à b. we Opinion, of any 
| kind: Buta feeling poll ion of God in your heart, 


Wrous ht in YOu by the Holy Ghoſt; 0 Or, 7 W1/nefs 

of God's 92 „it avith your Shir it, 19 95 are a child of 

God. T his, otherwiſe term d be full Aſſurance of 
Faith, 18 the true ground of a chriſitan' 8 ee | 
And 1t does indeed imply, a full Aſſurance, that all 

your pat} fins are forgiven, and that you are nozy a 

child of God, But it does not neceſſirily imply, 
Hull Affurance of our future Perſeverance, I do not 


ſay,. 


. 25 F 9 Rag Es Lat * 
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„„ This is never joined to it: But that it is not ne- 
ceſlarily implied therein; tor many have the one, who 
have not the other, | 


15. Now this Witneſs of the Spirit Experiegch 


ſhews to be much obſtructed by this Doctrine: And 
not only in thoſe who believing themſelves Repro- 
bated, by this Belief thruſt it far from them: But 
even 12 them that have raſed of that good Gift, who 


yet have ſoon loſt it again, and fallen back into 
doubts and fears and darkneſs, horrible darkne/s that 
might be elt. And J appeal to any of you who hold 
this Doctrine, to ſay between God and your OWn 
hearts, Whether you have not often a return of 
doubts and fears concerning your Election or Perſc- 
rerance? If you aſk, Who has not? I anſwer, very 
leu of thoſe that hold this docti ine. But many, 
very many of thoſe that hold it not, in all parts of 
the earth: Many of thoſe who know and feel, they 
are in Chriſt to- Day, and take no thought for the mor= 


7 roꝛo; Who abide in him by Faith from hour to hour, 


or rather from moment to moment. Many of theſe 
have enjoyed the uninterru pted Witneſs of his Spi- 


vit, the continual Light of his countenance, from 


S 


the moment wherein they firſt believed, for many 
months or years to this day. 


16. That aſſurance of Faith which theſe enjoy, 


= excludes all doubt and fear. It excludes all kinds 
of doubt and fear concerning their future perſeve- 
' France: Though it is not properly (as was laid be- 
fore) an afſurance of what is future; but only of 
: what 79 is. And this needs not for its ſupport, a 
* Tpeculative belief, That whoever is once ordained to 
Life, muſt live. For it is wrought from hour to 
hour, by the mighty power of God, by the Holy Ghoſt 


91h ch ts gien 7, wrnto them. And therefore that doc- 


3 trine is not of God, becauſe it tends to obſtruct, if 
not deſtroy, this great work ef the Holy Ghoſt, 
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2 0 themſelves c for their Brethren's Sat 


it does, Secondly, as it cuts off one of che ſtrongeſt 


wherher theſe are clected or not.“ What then? If 


exhortation, is 4s necdlets and uſeleſs as our preach- 


EG" ; 
whence flows the chief comfort of rel gion, the bap- 0 A 
pineſs of chriſtianity. Av0 


175 Again, How comfortable a Thought 181 


this, that thouſands and millions of men, without 4 al 


any preceding offence or fault of their's, were un- 
Change ably doom'd to everlaſting Burnings? How | 
peculiarly uncomfortal le muſt it be to thoſe 'who Þ 
have put on Chriſt! Lott! ole who being filled with $ 
Howrls of mercy, tendernefi and compaſſion, could even 


18. Fourthly. This uncomfortable doctrine di— 
rectly tends to deſtroy our zeal for good works. 
And this it does firſt, as it naturally tends to deſtroy 
our love to the greater part of manßkind, namely, the 
evil aud unthankful. For whatever leſſens our love 
mult ſo far leſſen our defire to do them good. This 


motives to all acts of bodily mercy, ſuch as feeding 
he hungry, cloathing the naked, and the like, viz. 
the hope of ſaving their ſouls from death. For 
What avails it to relieve their temporal wants, who 
are juſt dropping into eternal fire 3 «© Well; but 
run and ſnatch them as brands out of the fire“ 

Nay, this you ſuppole impoſſible, They were ap- 
pointed thereunto, you ſay, from eternity, before 


they had done either good Or evil. You Peliere t 


is the will of God they ſhonld die. And who bath 
re/oted his will? But you fay, „ you. do not know, 


you know they are one or the lber, that they are 
either elected, or not elected, all vour labour is void 
and vain. In either caſe, your advice, reproof, or 


7 


will infallibly be ſaved without it. It is uſeleſs to 
them that arb not elected ; for with or without it 
they y Will infallibly be damn'd. 1 herefore you can»: 

nuts 


ing. It is needleſs to them that arè elected; for they 


1ap- | ot, conſiſtently wW ith You principles, ake any pains 
About their Salvation. Coniequently thoſe Princt- 
ples directly tend to deſtroy your zeal for good works: 


t ig For all good works; but particularly for the greateſt 
Out ot all, the taving of ſouls from death. 


129 
1 . 19. But, fifthly, This doctrine not only tends to 
who deſtroy chriſtian holineſs, happinefs, and good works, 
vith but hath alſo a direct and manifeſt tendency to over-— 
ven row the whole Chriſtian Revelation. The point 
 Fhich the wiſeſt of the modern Unbelievers moſt 
wduftriouſly labour to prove, is, that the Chriſtian 
evelation is not neceſſary. They well know, could 
t ey once ſhew this, the concluſion would be too 
Jain to be denied, If it be not neceſſary, it is not 


* 
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troy 
* 1 99. T Fane . j b f . 5 A My 
the Rue. Now this fundamental point you give up. 


For ſuppoſing that eternal unchangeable decree, one 


99%, p CTY 
Part of mankind muſt be ſaved, though the Chriſtian 


his B . a po oth 
geſt Revelation were not in being: And the other part 
118 „ of mankind muſt be damned, notwithſtanding 
18 4 : A PS 8 
viz. that Revelation. And what would an infidel de- 
For ME more? You allow him all he aſks, In making 
cho the Goſpel thus unneceſſary to all ſorts of men, you 
bur Ne up the whole chriſtian cauſe. O tell it not in 
„e Publiſhit not in the ſtreets of Ajhkelon ! Left the 
ap- Naughters of the uncircumciſed rejoice, le/? the Sons of 
fore Inbelief triumph ! 
S it W | | - . 228 .. | 
54% 20. And as this Doctrine manifeſtly and directly 
Ge ds to overthrow the whole Chriſtian Revelation, ſo 
TY 


— w- | 8 5 5 6 4 we 
17 does the ſame thing, by plain conſequence, in 
king that revelation contradict itſelf. For it is 
Wounded on ſuch an interpretation of ſome Texts 
[Wore or fewer it matters not) as flatly contradicts all 
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(Rom. vili. 29.) 


1 
lying that Cod in a literal ſenſe hated Eſau, an 


all the .zeprobated from eternity, Now what caiß 
poſſibly be a more flat contradiction than this, nd 


only to the whole ſcope and tenor of ſcripture, o 


alſo to all thoſe particular Texts, which expreſly de, 
clare, © Gop is love? Again, they inter from this 
Text, “ [avill have mercy on whom 4 will have mercy, 

(Rom. | ix. 1.) That God is love only to ſome meg 
Viz. The Elect, and that he hath mercy for tho 
only: Flatly contrary to which is the whole tenor þ 
Scripture, as is that exprets declaration in particular 

& The Lord is loving unto EVERY man, and his mercy 1 
over all his avorks* (Pf. exlv. 9.) Again, they 
infer from that and the like texts, 940 1t is not of hi 
«© that awilleth, neither of him that runneth, but of Gy ? 
% that ſherwerth mercy,” that he ſheweth mercy on 
to thoſe to whom he had reſpect from all eternit® 
Nay, but a replierh agar, ji God now? You now coi 


tradict the whole oracles of God, which 924 
throughout, God 75 no reſpefter of perſons” (368 
2. 34) © There is no reſpect of Perjons with hin 
(Rom. ii. 11.) Again. from that Text, The Ci 


*6 dren being not yet born, neither . done good 
he evil, that the pu? poſe of God accor ding to electin 
05 might Hand, not of works, but of him that calleth. 
** avas ſaid unto her, (unto Rebecca) The elder fed 
ger?“ You infer, that our bein 
predeſtinated or elect, no way depends on the For 
knowledge of God; Flatly contrary to this are 
the Scriptures ! and thoſe in particular, ** cle, 
« cording to the fore novoleige of God.” (1 Pet. 1. 


„ Whom he did foreknou, he alſo did pred:ſtinat'® 


to 


> To And, 28 The fame Lord over all is rich in mercy ® 
all that call upon him. (Rom. x. 12.) But you fa 
No, he is ſuc!; only to thoſe for whom Chritt dieß 
% And thoſe are not all, but only a few, a 
God hath choſen out of the world: For he gied ng 
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(NJ: 7 
% for All, but only for thoſe awho avere choſen in him 
& before the foundation of the world,” (Eph. i. 2.) 


Flatly contrary to your interpretation of theſe ſerip- 
tures alſo is the whole tenor of the New Teſtament ; 


as are in particular thoſe texts, ** Defirey not him ies 


& thy meat, for whem Chriſt died.” (Rom. XIV. 15.) 
A clear proof that Chriſt died, not only tor thoſe that 
are ſaved, but alſo for them that periſh. He is, “ the 
ve Saviour of the Morlil.“ (John iv. 42.) He is, the 
« Lamb of Gop that Ave amvay the Sins of the 
% qvorld.” an 1. 209.) He is the propitiation, not 
« for our fins only, but alſo for the ſins of the <vhole 
% qvorld.” (1 John 11. 2.) He (the liwing Gop) 1s 
& the Saviour of men,” (1 Tim. iv. 10.) „He gave 
„% bimyelf a ranſom for all. (1 Tim. ii. 6.) „He tafied 
death for all men. (Heb. ii. 9.) 


21. If you aſk, © iy then are not all men ſaved f” 
The whole law nnd the teſtimony anſwer, firſt, not be- 


_ cauſe of any decree of God, not becauſe it is A Plea- 


ſure they ſhould die. For, & as I live, ſaith the Lord 

Cod, I lav no pleaſure in the death of bim that dieth.“ 
(Ezek. xvii. 32.) Whatever be the cauſe of their 
periſhing, it cannot be his will, if the Oracles of Ged 
are true; for they declare, “ ie is not evilling that any 
es ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to repentance.” 
(2 Pet. ili. 9.) He willeth that all men ſhould be 
ſaved. And they, ſecondly, declare, what is the cauſe 
why all men are not ſaved; namely, that they will 
not be faved: So our Lord expreſly; © They xwill not 
come unto me that they may hae life,” (John v. 40.) 
«© The poaver of the Lord is preſent to heal them.” But 

they will not be healed. / They reject the council,“ 
the merciful council of God againſi themſekves, us 
did their ſtiff-neck'd fore-fathers. And therefore are 
they without excuſe, becauſe God would fave them, 
but they will not be faved: This is the condemnation, 
** How often cod de 1 have gathered you together,” and 
Je evould not. (Iat. XXiii, 37. 
B Thus 


„ | 
22. Thus manifeſtly does this doctrine tend to over- 
throw the whole chriſtian revelation, by making it 


contradict itſelf: by giving ſuch an interpretation of 
ſome texts, as flatly contradicts all the other texts; 


and indeed the whole ſcope and tenor of Scripture. 
An abundant proof that it is not of God: But nei- 


ther is this all. For, ſeventhly, It is a doctrine full 
of blaſphemy ; of ſuch blaſphemy as I ſhould dread 


to mention, but that the honour of our gracious. 


God, and the Cauſe of his Truth, will not ſuffer 
me to be ſilent. In the cauſe of God ther, and from 
a ſincere concern for the Glory of his great Name, 
I will mention a few of the horrible blaſphemies, 
contained in this horrible doctrine. But firſt, I 


muſt warn every one of you that hears, as ye will 


anſwer it at the great Day, not to charge me (as 
ſome have done) with blaſpheming, becauſe T men- 
tion the blaſphemy of others. And the more vou 
are grieved with them that do thus blaipheme, tee 
that ye confirm vour love t.avards them the more, and 
that your heart's defire, and continual prayer to God 
be, Father forgive them, for they know not <vhat 


7 44 they do. 


23. This premiſed, let it be obſerved, That this 
doctrine repreſents our bleſſed Lord, Jeu, Chrift the 
Righteous, the only begotien ſon of the Father, full of 
grace and truth, as an hypocrite, a deceiver of the 
people, a Man void of common ſincerity. For it 
cannot be denied, that he every where ſpeaks, at he 


aba willing that all Men ſhould be ſaved. Theretore 


to ſay he ug not ailing that all men ſhould he ſaved, is 


to repreſent him as a mere hypocrite and diſſembler. 


It cannot be denied that the gracious Words which 


came out of his mouth, are full of invitations to all 
fnners. To ſay then, He did not iatend to fave all 


Sinners, 1s to repreſent him as a groſs deceiver of 
the people. You cannot deny, that he ſays, ** Come 


2nto mo all ye that. are weary and heawy Laden? H : 
then you ſay he calls thoſe that cannot come, thole 


whom 
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whom he knows to be unable to come, thoſe whom 
he can make able to come but will not, how is it 
potlible to deicribe greater Infincerity ? You repre- 
ſent him as mocking his helplets Creatures, by offer- 
ing what he never "intends to give, You deſcribe 
bim as fayiag one thing, and meaning another : 
As pretending the love which he had not, Him in 
avhole menth auus no guile you'll make full of Deceit, 
void of common fincerity: Then eſpecially, when 
drawing nigh the City, Ee avept over it and aid, 
40 Je, 2/ale, Fernſelcm, Thou that killeft the Pro- 
pets, and floueſt them that are ſent unto Thee; How 
o/te a WOULD { have gath ered thy ch: laren tog derber 
and YE WOULD NOT. (50% tat £4 9 1857172 76 
Now if you ſay, They <veu/d, but He <wou'd net, you 
repreſent him, (which who could hear?) as weeping 
erocodile's tears, weeping over the prey which him- 
ſelf had doom'd to deſtruction. 


24. Such blaſphemy this, as one w ould; think 
might make the ears of a Chriſtian to tingle. But 
there is yet more behind; for juſt as it honours the 
Son, ſo doth this doctrine honour the Father. It 
deſtroy 5 all his attributes at once. It overturns both. 
his juſtice, mercy and truth. Yea it reprefents the 
moiſt holy God as worſe than the Devil; as both 
more faiſe, more cruel, and more unjift. More 
falſe, becauſe the Devil, Liar as he is, . hath never 
taid, „“ He æv'lleth all inen to be ſaved,” More unjuſt, 
becauſe the Devil cannot, it he would, be guilty of 
ſuch injuſtice as you aſcribe to Gp, when you ſay, 
that God condemned Millions of Souls to everlaſting 
Fire prepared for the Devil and his Angels for con- 
tinuing in fin, which for want of that grace Ze avi/ 
not give them, they cannot avoid: And more cruel, 
| becauſe that unhappy Spirit ſceketh reſt and. e 
none; fo that his own reſtiets miſery is a kind of 
temptation to him to tempt others. But God refeth 
#n his high and holy place: So that to ſuppoſe him of 
* on mere motion, of his pure will and pleaſure; 
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happy as he is, to doom his Creatures whether they 
will or no, to endleſs miſery; is to impute ſuch 
Cruelty to him, as we cannot impute even to the 

great Enemy of Ged and man. It is to repreſent the 


moſt High God (He that hath ears to hear, let him 


hear!) as more cruel, falſe, and unjull than the 
Devil. 


25. This 1s the blaſphemy clearly contained in 
He horrible Decree of Predeſtinatien. And here] fix 
my foot. On this J join iſſue with every aſſertor of 


At. You repreſent God as worſe than the Devil; 


more falſe, more cruel, more unjulf. n But you fay 
“ you will prove it by Scripture.” Hold! what 

will you prove by ſcripture? That God is worſe than 
the Devil ? It cannot be. Whatever that Scripture 
proves, it never can prove this. Whatever its true 
meaning be, this cannot be its true meaning. Do 
you aſk, What f 1s its true meaning then?“ If I 
lay, © I know not,” you have gained nothing. For 
there are many ſcriptures, the true ſenſe whereof 


neither you nor I ſhall know, till death is ſwallowed. 


up in victory, But this 1 know, better it were to 
fay, it had no ſenſe at all, than to fay it had ſuch a 
ſenſe as this. It cannot mean, whatever it mean 
be ſides, that the God of truth is a liar. Let it mean 
What it will, it cannot mean that the judge of all the 
world is unjuſt, No ſcripture can mean, that Gup 
is not Love, or that his mercy is not over all his 


Works: That is, Whatever it prove beſide, no ſcrip- 
ture can prove Predeſtination. 


26. 'This 18 the Blaſphemy for which (however 1 
love the Perſons who aflert it) I abhor the doctrine 


f Pre deſtination: a dc ctrine upon the ſuppoſition of 


which, if one could poſſibly ſuppoſe it for a moment, 


(call it Election, Reprobation, or what you pleaſe, 
for all comes to the ſame thing) one might ſay to our 


adv erfary the devil, „Thou tool, why doſt thou roar: 
about any longer ? Tby ly: ing in wait for fouls is as 
4 nee: i 
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needleſs and uſeleſs as our preaching. Heareſt thou 
not, that God hath taken thy work out of thy 
hands? And that he doth it much more effectual- 
ly? Thou, with all thy principalities and powers, 
can only ſo aſſault that we may 
he can irreſiſtibly deſtroy both body and ſoul in 
hell? Thou canſt only intice. But his unchangea- 
ble decree, to leave thouſands of fouls in death, 


compels them to continue in fin, till they drop into 
' everlaſting burnings. Thou tempteſt. He forceth 


us to be damn'd. For we cannot reſiſt his wills 
T hou tool, why goeſt thou about any longer, ſeek- 
ing whom thou mayeſt devour? Heareſt thou not 
that God is the devouring lion, the deſtroyer of 
ſouls, the murderer of men? Mech cauſed only 
children to paſs through the fire; and that fire 
was f.0n quenched : Or the corruptible body being 
conſumed, its torments was at an end, But God, 


thou art told, by. his eternal decree, fixed before 


they had done good or evil, cauſes not only chil- 
dren of a ſpan long, but the Parents alſo to paſs 


through the fire of hell: That e auh, never ſhall 


be quencred; and the body. which is caſt thereinto, 
being now incorruptible and immortal, will be ever 


* conſuming, and never conſumed : But the /moke of 


Vein torment, becauſe it is God's good pleaſure, 
aſcende th up for ever and ever.” | 


27. O how would the enemy of God and man r2\ 
joice to hear theſe things were ſo! How would he cr 


aloud and ſpare not! How would he lift up his voice 


and ſay, „To your tents,. O Mal! Flee from the 
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face of this God, or ye ſhall utterly periſh. But 
whither will ye flee!” Into heaven? He is there. 


Down. tohell? he is there alſo, Ve cannot flee from 


an omn1preſent, alm'ghty.tyrant; And whether ye 
fee or ſtay, 1 call heven his throre, and earth his 
footſſool to witneſs againſt you, ye ſhall perth, ye 


© ſhall die eternally. Sing, O hell, and rejoice ye that 
„are under the earth! For God, even the mighty 

* God, hath ſpoken, and devoted to death thoutands 
„ 
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refiſt thee. But 
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cot ſouls, from the riſing of the ſun, unto the going 


„ down thereof. Here, O death, is thy ſting! They 
& {hall not, cannot eſcape. For the mouth of the Lord 


+ hath ſpoken It. Here, O grave, is thy victory! 


© Nations yet unborn, or eyer they have done good Or 


& evil, are dcom'd never to ſee the light of lite, buf 


e thou ſhalt cnaw upon them for ever and ev er. Let all 
% theſe morning-ſtars {ing together, who {ell with 
& Liuxtfer, ton of FP morning. Let all the ſons ot 
„hell ſbout for joy! For the decree is pat, und 
„who ſhall diſannul it?!“ | 
25, Yea, the decree is paſt. And ſo it was before 
the foundation of the world, But what decre ef * ven 
this: I vill jet before the ſons of me; #4 life aud death, 
, bleſs 2g aud curfing. And the foul t lat #7 Alcth lite 
„ ſhall live, as the foul that chuteth 4278 ſhall dic. 
1 his decree, Whereby **-4v5o9; God did forchnow, B 
* did predeſiinate,” was 138580 from everlaſting: this 
whereby all who tufter Chriſt to make them alive; ar2 
6% Ele, according to the fore-knowled xe 0; Goch, nov 
Pandeth il, exen as the moon, and as the faithful Il Tt 


neſs in heaven + And when heaven and earth ſhall pats 
away, vet this ſhall not paſs away, for it is as un- 
ch: angeable and eternal, as the being of God that gave 
it, This decree yields the itro ngeſt encour agement, 
to abound in all good Works, and in all holinels : And 


it is awell-ſpring of joy, of happine!s alſo, to our 
great and Ts comfort. This is v rorthy of God. It 
18 every way cont ſiſtent with the pertcctior 18 of his na- 


ture. It gives us the nobleſt view both of his juſtice, 
mercy, and truth. To this agrees the whole ſcope of 


the chriſtian revelat! on as we F az all the parts thereof, 
To this Mojes and all the prophets bear witnet3, and 
our bleil-a Lord and ail his apoitles, Thus 7%, in 
the name ol h1s Lord, ** Zcall heaven and earth to res 
ce 


% lifeaud leath, bleſſing Phu ee Re thereſo! 2 ce Te 


© that thou an. / thy } ed may bee: Thus Ezebc:1 (to 


cite Ohne Prophet ior all) 6s 7 he foul - ih at Hanel b 74 
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G6 ed die: The [on frall not brar (eternally) te Ni- 
. quity of the Fathisy „ (XY, 20.) 70e 770 ee eo 
at of i ihe? righteous jf all.be upon eiu, aud the E, 
of the evicked j{-all be 5 2 him,” Thus car blefled 
80 Lord. Lf any man ery lot Lim come to me and 
& ih, (John vii, pr 6 Thus his great apoſtle St, 
an, (Reis Nui. 30.) Geb © commantdeth; all men, 
Lee wery at where, to repent. e All nien, everywhere 
Every man in every place, without any exception, 
either of place or perten. Thus St. Fames,. If any 
, you RY CON, let Dem « i off Go, «who girth 
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20. O hear ve this, ye that forget God! Ve can 
not charge your death upon him. „ IIe CY 8 
be frire at gil, iltat the <ricked Hel, dir, fait! e Tor. 
ee ee XVI 2, Ne, Rent a, 121 77 72 


* Av» x * 0 4 7 
E . 8 A 6 JOE. SP 5 ves} . , 
„nn (756 1'G 77 t 3 2, 4 ( e By A) 29.414 LY FL. * » Hot J 
» — bY 


6s 3775 — *7 (:, [2 v7 A 5 } 1 22 Hf 1 7 1 75A gp +* 71 -P 3 2 
3507 FA. A. 177 C4 C 2 7⁴ (ts ve W417 61 C37; SIO LOR } 
[Wd Os * * 4 * nA 
# - k ”, 
8 * err): . Ie 4+. 75 77 2, 7 197 ay } 7* s 7 95797 1 y 7.2 
4 * 1 þ & r Fant reſt, {O07 C47 14104 5e Oct. 


6 O bouſe. of tjract? fo „ I have 10 #leaſuie. iu the 
ce death of bim that dieth, /a its) to , pa Gods HZ Heres 
15 2755 12 107! flat * and live Ys 3 i: { [ae a. 775 
the Hor ( Mi, 1 [ have - 70 pleaſure 191 t FN death of. b 
se cee 4 it 5 zen ve from: your exit qvays: For 
e avhy-euill ye ate, bore of [ſrael? (ek © NKXXUlo 


Lui vcrſa 


1 Univerſal Redemption. 
5 E A R, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, 
it Father of all mankind, 

5 Spirit of love, eternal word, 

In myſtick union join'd. 


Hear, and inſpire my ſtammering tongue, 


_ _ . Exalt my abject thought) 
1 Speak from my mouth a facred ſong, 


Who ſpak'ſt the world trom nought. 


| 1 

1 T by darling attribute I praiſe 

WW Which all atike may prove, 

The glory of thy boundleſs grace, 
Thy univerſal love. 


Merey I ling, tranſporting found; 
The joy of Earth and Heaven, 
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; if Mercy by every finver found, | 
* Who takes what God bath given. 1 
| Mercy for all thy hands have made, b 
To Immenſe, and unconfin'd, | 
| Throughout thy every work diſplay'd, 
Embracing all mankind. 
Thine eye ſurvey'd the fallen Race . 
When ſunk in Sin they lay, | 


Their miſery call'd for all thy grace, N 
But Juſtice ſtopp'd the way. 


Mercy the fatal Bur remov'd, 


Thy only Son it gave. | | 
To ſave a world ſo dearly loy "i 5 hk 

A ſinful world to ſav 8 | 77 | 
For every man he taſted death h | | 

He ſuffered on 2 for all, | | 


: He calls as many ſouls as breaths, | 
And all may hear the Call. 


— — 


A power to chute, a will t'obey, 
Freely his Grace reffores j 

We all may find the living Way, 
And call the Saviour ours. 


Whom his eternal mind fore&rexv, 
That they the power would ute, 

Aicribe to God the glory due, 
And not his grace retuſe ; 


Them, only them, his Will decreed, 
Ihen did he coufe alone, | 

Oude n „in Js U 8 ſteps 0 tread, 
And tobe like his Son. 


Them, the Ele, conſenting few, 
Who yield to profter'd love, 
Fuſllifred here he forms anew, 
And glorifics above. 
Fo as in Adam ull have dy d 
o all in Ci may live, 
May (for the World is juſtified) 
His righteouſnels receive. 
Why'cer to God for pardon fly, 
in Chr; may be torgiven, 
He ſpeaks to all, W hy will ye die, 
And not accept my heaven?“ 


No! In the death of him that dies, 
(God By his life hath ſworn) 

He is not pleas'd; but ever cries, 
Turn, Oye ans: turn. 


He would that All his Truths ſhould own, 
His goſpel all embrace, 

Be ſuſtifie 0 by Faith alone, 
And freely ſav'd by 355 


And ſnall J, Lord, confine thy love, 
As not to others free? 

And may not every inner prove, 
The grace that aund out me? 


Doubtlels 
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Doubtleſs thro? one eternal Now,. 
Thou ever art the ſame, 


The Univerſal Saviour Thou, 
And Jeſus is thy nume. 


Ho! every one that thirſteth, come 


Chuſe hte; obey the Word; 
Open your hearts to make him room, 
And banquet with your Lord. 


When Gov Invites, ſhall Man repel? 
Shall Man th'exception make? 


Come, freely come, WHOEVER WILL, 


And Living Water take! 


Thou bid'ſt; and would'ſt thou bid” us chuſo, 


When purpos'd not to ſave? 
Command us all a power to uſe, 
Thy mercy never gave? 


Thou can'it not mock the ſons of men, 


Invite us to draw nigh, 


Offer thy Grace to All, and then, 


Thy Grace to Moſt deny! 


Horror to think that God is Hate! 
Fury in Gop can dwell, 

Gop could an helpleſs World create, 
To thruſt them into hell! 


Doom them an endleſs Death to die, 
From which they could not flee, 
No, Lord; thine inmoſt bowels cry, 

Againſt the dire Decree ! 


Believe who will, that human pain, 
Pleafing to Gop can prove : 

Let Moloch feaſt him with the flain, 
Our Gop, we know 1s Love. 


Lord, if indeed without a bound, 
Infinite Love Thou art, 

The gorRRIBLE DEcnEs confound, 
Enlarge thy people's heart ! 


Ah! Whois as thy ſervants bliad, 
So to misjudge their God! 
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Scatter the darkneſs of their mind, 
And ſhed thy Love abroad. 


Give them conceptions, worthy thee, 
Give them in 7e/z's Face, 

Thy merciful deſign to ſee, 
Thy all-redeeming grace. 


Stir up thy ſtrength, and help us, Lord, 
The Preachers multiply , 

Send forth thy light, and give the Word, 
And let the ſhadows fly, 


Oh!] if thy ſpirit ſend forth ma, 
The meaneſt of the throng, 
'I fing thy grace divinely free, 

Aud teach mankind the ſong. 


Grace will J ſing, thro Feſu's name, 
On all mankind beſtow'd; 

The everlaſting truth proclai m, 
Aud ſeal that truth with bl God, 


Come then, thou all embracing Love, 
Our frozen Boſom warm; 
Dilating Fire within us move, 
With truth and meekneſs arm. 
Let us tri umphantly ride on, 
And more than conquerors prove, Ro 
Mightily bear th' oppoſers down, 
And bind with cords of love. 


Shine in our hearts Father of light, 
Feſu thy beams impart, 

Spirit of truth our minds unite, 
And keep us one 1a heart, 


Then, only then our eyes ſhall ſee 
Thy promis'd kingdom come; 

And every heart by grace ſet free, 
Shall make the Saviour room. 


Thee every tongue ſhall then confeſs, 
And every knee ſhall bow, = 
Come quickly, Lord, we wait thy grace, 
We long to meet thee now, 
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